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DATA ONF BAST GERMAN ENTERPRISES PRODUCIRG WAR MATERIALS
The following reper’ gives July -~ Kovember 1950 iata on production
. of wvar materials in the German Democratic Republic,
. 50X1-HUM .
’ The Soviet Corporation Nema, Netztschkau, Vogtland, is the former machine-~ f - -
building firm Franz Stern and Son. It is under the Soviet firm Trans-Masch AG
in Leipzig, to which about 20 Soviet corporations belong.
"] Rema is divided into the following sectioas: 3
, Sections I and II, Apparatus (heating apparatus, milk evapcrators)
Lt
‘Section IIXI, Agricultural Machinery (straw presses, but at present
" mainly pontoons)
Section IV, Refrigeration Equipment o

Section V; Pontoons
The plant employs 40 englpeers and 1,600 men and works in tbree ehifts,
The follewing have beep sent to the Soviet Union as reparations:
19k8: Milk evaporators, heating apparatus, refrizerstion equipment,
strav presses; aod ventilators velued at 11 aillion Deuteche
marks
1949: The same itéms, valusd at 12 million Deutsche marks

-~

i550;: Neperaiivns goods, vaiued st 15 miliicn Deuicche marks
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In eddition to the above, an order was giver in 1989 for 700 pontoons,
The sheet metal for them came from Sverdlovsk. About four or five carionds
of this materiel arrived esch month. Because of material shortages, the
order for pontoons was reduced to 500 in 1950,

Bach pontoon is 20 meters long and 4-5 meters vide. In 194 the completed J :
pomMmmm bei Fusrstenvalde. In 1950 0 50X1-HUM
they - i

3 A1l engineers and workers were strictly forbidden to discuss the manufac-
o | ture of the peatoons,

The manufacture of the machinery apd apparetus 1s often jemopardized by
the lack of mercury, ball bearings, alumicim, and particularly speclal screws
and rubber. These materials are purchased inm West Germany. Business dirsctor
Friedrich Weyl travele to the West for this purpose, with en imterzonel pass,
and has the goods sent to the Eest Zone through Berlin.

The plant is e2lgo in contact with the West Berlin firm 1. Rautenberg, Berlin-
Charlottenburg, Momesenstrasse. From this Pirm it obtains copper strip and all
sorte of critical materiamls., In 1949, a single shipment was said to have amounted
to 30,000 Deutsche marks. The firm hes orders totaling over 100,000 Deutsche
marks for 1950.

In Decewber 1949 the plant received an order to produce propeilers. Six
seample propellers were mode apd sent to the Soviet Union, They were reported
to have been extremely large=. Each propeller had to be loaded on a separate
railroad car when they were shipped.

- Personnel

Soviet general director: Karras J 50X1-HUM
L] Tn charge of accepting finished products: Engineer Pomogaoff
L ’—p_ng_‘ Has been at the plant since April 1950, 50X1-HUM

German personnsl;

T cal director: Friedrich W '
Technicsl director riedrich Walz 50X1-HUM

Busipess director: Friedrich Veyll‘

Chief of Sections I and 1I: FEngineer Walz|

Chief of Section III: Engirser Neumann

Chief of Section 1IV: Engineer Erdmann

| Chief of Section V: Name unknown.
; Other Data ‘
E : : . 50X1-HUM
- T evorts e |

1. Thy Schaufuss and Grism firm ia Elsterberg receives cotton from the
Soviet Union and produces tent canvasg,

.

. The Pichtel amd Sashes Picw 4o Reichwubaci/Vogtirnd 18 producing tank
vrenches (Pesnzerschiuessel),
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3. . Wolff firm, 32 T tlepd, produces 25,000 army rucksacks per
month, . .

’Evgim’eer Walter Kurth, leipzig C 1, Gustav-
Adolf-Btrasse 17, le searching the files of all plants in the Eest Zone, on
orders from the Soviet Trans-Mesch AG, leipgig, for German patents, vhich he
purchases and turns over teo the Soviets,

12

The former Duebtel Plant im loitz/Mecklemburg, formerly a yrivete enter-
prise which got its name from the fact that it originslly manufactured exciue
sively dovels (Duebeln), wooden serews for railroad ties, is novw a pecple-owned
plunt. The plant hae been producing hand grepsdes, but this production hes nov
beer stoppsd. At present the expanded plant (one additjonsl workshop) empioye
400 workers, who cut poles for Pield telephones and build vwoodsn beds for the
People's Police. Fixtures and control panels of bakelite are also being pro~-
duced.,

Some of the work which dces not have to be done in the plaunt’s own shops
is subcontracied to independent hand workers. For exampls, the metal tips for
telescoping antennss or field teiephone poles are being produced by msster
plumber Woywood in [oitz.

The militery products are shipped through & plant liaison man, so the
employees will not learn the destination of the material.

A rallroad employee who fled to the West reported that be bhad learnzd from
an office manager in the Reichsbahn freight office in Aschersleben that a new
amsunition factory is being huilt there. The factory 1s called, for purposes
-of camouflage, the Biletter Mechine Factory, Ascheraleben. The Rsichsbahn had
tc inspect tche operational capacity of its spur line during the preparatory
vork. )

It is reported that Zeiss, Jens, is producing A~I trainers. The A-I trainer
is used for training pilots. It consists of an &ircraft tockpit behind which
there is a space for the instructor. Ahead of the cockpit there i3 a scresn on
vhich the trainees conduct their target practice. Checking is done by means of
a built-in scoring device and by photography.

The work on developing the trainer has been going on since 1945, Saries

Production begaa about half a year ago, wvith an intevim.ordsr for 200. The
‘following firms deiiver parts for the traiuer:
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RPT {Radic and Telecommunicetions) Arnstadt and RPT Leipzig - slectric
seasuring equipment and relays

Gere -~ condepsers

A steel production setback vas reported in the Frankleben steel apd roll-
ing will. With the Martin furnace No II out of production for repairs, the
-daily production of steel wes reduced by 10 tons.

The Siemens-Martin furnkce, which finally broke down completely on 8 Novem-
ber, after having undergone minor repairs on 6 November, was supposed to be re.
paired by 18 November by 42 bricklayers from Thale. It was doubtful whether this
could be dccomplished. In any even®, there would be & production loss of st
least 100 tons of steel during this period.

A political refugee, believed reliable, reported on activities in the former
ammunition factory at Jueterbog, 0ld Camp, in October 1949, as follows:

There were about 400 Germans empioyed at the plant, 80 psrcent of them vomen.
Moet of them were assigned there by the Labor Office. The employees were divided
into work groups, depending upon vhere they lived; thus, there were the following
vork groups: Jueterbog, Wittenberg, Bardenitz, Treuesbristzen, and Malterhsusen.

\ the Malterhausen group]  |included the villsges of
Kiedergoersdor?, Coelsdort, Woelmsdorr, Kaltenborn, Lindow, Dennewits ; and Malter-
hausen. The workers went to work on the railroad, as far as Jueterbog, and were
picked up there by trucks. Workers from villages without train connections vere
ricked up directly by auto. The working hours were from 0800 to 1700, with an
hour for lunch,

To enter the plant premises, the workers had to have Soviet pernits. The
first ones were issued by the guard in exchange for the Gerzan identification
- papers; then one could enter the soidiers’ quarters and the plant kitchen. The
seccnd permit, unlike the firct, had a red diagonal stripe. It vas issued, in
exchange for the first one, by & sscond guard, but only in the presence of Soviet
personnel, The unit which wes stationed there at that time had APO No 75 246,

] Each work group had its own workshop. The boss was a captain, Other super-
’ visory personnel were a lieutenent snd tvo enlisted men. The work consiated of
cleaning ammunition. A group usually consisting of four to six men brought the
old ammunition by truck to the workshop amd carried the ciean ammunition back to
the storage bunker.

‘ 96 concrete bunkers above ground, 6 large brick warehouses,
15 vooden sheds, and 10 underground bunkers.
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| Three or four men did the

stacking, The amsunition was cleaned of rust with sand, water, and wire hrushes

(only very rusty smmunition was given a precieaning by machine), then rubbed
vith aleohol, stamped, dipped in peraffin, oiled, wrapped in oiled paper, and
pucked in boxes. It was Germap ssmunition ouly, for rifles, 1ight mortars, apd
3.5~ and 5.7-centimeter antitank guns; also T.5e, 10.5-, and 15-centimeter gré- -

+ nades. Y¥or one week only, 22-céntimeter grensdes were cleaned. Cartridges of
these sizes were also cleaned. OUn an average, there wers 30 women doing the

_cleaning. The norm for & woman was 10-20 per day for smaller sbells or 8-10 par

day for large omes; for the 22-centimeter size, two per day. Anyone who 444 not
meet the HOrm got very low pay. The grenades were stacked up to a height of 1.50
meters, The distance between each stack and the whll wes one meter. The sheds
agd bunkers were sealed with paraffin,

Very bad ammunition was blown up on the former target range. & special
group spent the entire day hauling ammunition to the dsmolition ares. Then at
1700 hours it was blown up. During the last few mouths, People’s Folice trucks
ceme two or three times & week to pick up smmuanition. Nearly all of thewm came
from Sacheen, Source could not say what type of ammunition vae loaded. The
chief of the Muns wese lieutensnt colenel, and source estimates the strength of
the unit st 300 men, Their wespoms consisted solely of small arms. The entire
apen wac guarded by People’s Police, who were guartered in the police Bchool.
There were four guard patrols around the ares, esach consisting of 8-10 sentries.

 Three men changed off with the sentry. Guard wes changed =t 0200 hours., They
had 2% hours on duty and 24 hours off.

The police vere inspected by the police guard leaders and by Soviet inspec-
tors. The pessvord wis issued every day st 1800 houre. The quariers wrie cone- 4
- npected by telephone with the Soviet office. Each sentry had five rounds of am- 3
murition, four in his carbine and one in his pocket.
In July 1949 most of the men were suddenly discharged. Only two men were

left in the Malterhsusen work group. Ko special consideration was given to the
vomen ic the work. They had to achieve the same output ss the men.
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